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17 w.g. 2023 v NOAA ldveneszezinaniiensradaunazUssiiiudoyaludn 2 U fefudl 31 s.a.
2025 “NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announced today that it will publish a fine rule

in tomorrow’s Federal Register that will extend the exemption period for implementation of the

import provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act by two years to December 31, 2025. The initial
rule, published in 2016, called for implementation at the end of 2021, and the implementation date
has been extended twice before.

NOAA noted in the announcement, “After careful deliberation, the Department of Commerce
and NMFS have determined that additional time is necessary to complete the evaluation process,
given the large number of foreign fisheries, the evolving nature of fisheries data, and the practical
challenges of assessing the comparability of the regulatory programs in foreign countries. This
extension would allow time to ensure that comparability determinations are fairly and consistently

applied across harvesting nations and their fisheries.

(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/modification-deadlines-under-fish-and-fish-product-import-

provisions-marine-mammal, https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-

25399/modification-of-deadlines-under-the-fish-and-fish-product-import-provisions-of-the-marine-

mammal)
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