WALTER J ANZER PRESS RELEASE

TTIA Press Conference, Bangkok: May 29, 2018 - 9.45 AM

When | attended your Press Conference two years ago | reported in some detail
about the progress Thailand had made in respect of the EU’s regulation governing
the illegal, unregulated and unreported fisheries and with the alleged slave labour
problem in connection with your fishing industry.

Considerably more improvements have been made by the Thai fishing industry since
May 2016 and in my opinion, to such an extent that | would expect the EU to replace
the current yellow with the green card later this year or at the beginning of 2019.

A significant developed since May 2016 has been the Referendum held in the UK on
whether to leave or remain a member of the European Union.

The vote to leave was carried by a relatively small margin of 3.8 percent but with far-
reaching consequences for the future of the British economy and businesses which
hopefully will turn out to be positive.

Her Majesty’s Government duly having given notice under Article 50 of the Treaty
the UK will exit the European Union on 29 March 2019 at 11:00 pm local time. From
that time onwards the UK will be in the position of negotiating independently of the
EU its own trade agreements with other countries including Thailand where | believe
preliminary discussions are already underway.

The EU and the UK negotiators agreed an implementation period of twenty-one
months i.e. 30 March 2019 to 31 December 2020. For the duration of the
implementation period, the EU has stated in the Withdrawal Agreement that the UK
is to be treated as Member State for the purpose of international agreements and
whilst this does not affect our trade in fishery products with Thailand, it allows for
countries with existing duty-free provisions in their agreements with the EU to
continue to export at this beneficial rate to the UK.

Meanwhile, our government is actively engaging in negotiations with these
beneficiary countries to extend these trade arrangements with the UK post-BREXIT
as well as preparing our own GSP and GSP plus 2 arrangements.

| trust that at the appropriate time in the future, discussion about trade
arrangements between Thailand the UK will have a positive outcome.
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